TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF BIHAR

GREAT "YAJNA"'

Renouncing the use of foreign cloth is a great yajna in which
we are engaged. Swaraj lies in our being completely successful
in it* We need not, however, feel anxious how such a mighty task
can be accomplished within a month; for anyone who is distracted
by fear loses his wits, feels dizzy and cannot see his way. ^ If we
reflect, we shall see that swaraj is quite easy to win, for it is our
birthright. So, assuring ourselves that swadeshi must ^be easy, we
should give ourselves up wholly to the work. To do this, we should
have determination and be industrious. The more I tour the
country, the more I see that the easiest way for us is to weave in
our own homes the cloth we require. It is much easier to teach
everyone how to spin and weave, sitting in his own home and liv-
ing in his own town, than to assemble vast numbers at one
place and use their labour. As Shri Amubhai has shown, the task
which, even if we proceed at a fast pace, we shall take not less
than 25 years to accomplish through mills, we can, given conviction,
accomplish in 25 days. But just as anyone starting to cook a meal
cleans his utensils first, so also should we cleanse ourselves of the
filth of foreign cloth. Unless we do so, our lethargy will not
leave us. As a man who has been rendered incapable of ^walking
for some time is afraid of giving up the support of the stick even
after he is cured and limps for fear of falling down, we too shall
not be able to stand on our feet as long as we lean on foreign
cloth for support.

[From Guj strati]
Navajivan, 21-8-1921

3.    TO THE PEOPLE OF BIHAR

TEZPUR,
ASSAM,

Bhadrapada Krishna 4 [August 22, 1921?

The faith and devotion of the Biharis are beyond description.

I know well your love for mother cow.   You are the admirers of

Tulsidas3, supreme among devotees.    You follow the religion of

compassion.  There is only one golden way of saving mother cow:

1 Sacrifice

2 Gandhiji was in, Tezpur on this date.

3 Great Hindi poet; author of the Hindi epic, Ramacfaaritamanasa